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the postponement of the economy legislation. On one
side the English Government was urged by its own and
the French vindictive Press to have nothing to do with
Germany for settling the question of the prisoners of war;
on the other side it was assailed by the Press of the Left
and urged to send the hundreds of thousands of prisoners
of war back to their homes. I decided, therefore, on the
strength of being the most senior of the prisoners of war
in England, to make a preliminary attempt on Lloyd
George in the interests of the prisoners of war. In this
letter I pointed out to him how expensive and how
inhumane it was to keep the German prisoners of war
still captive now that Peace had been declared. To
make their repatriation dependent on the ratification by
three Great Powers meant a long and unforeseen delay.
The tension amongst the German prisoners of war was
such that any further extension of their captivity was
really more than they would be able to endure.
The German Government, in accordance with the
Peace Terms, had nominated a delegate to the Commission
for the repatriation of prisoners of war immediately after
signing the Treaty. As, however, dose on eight weeks
had elapsed since this nomination was made without our
becoming aware of any action being taken by this
delegate, I was confirmed in the belief that after the action
of nominating this delegate with the utmost correctness,
the German Government would wait with its hands in
its pockets until the Entente or Heaven itself would be
benign enough to initiate the repatriation of the prisoners
of war, so I decided, personally, again to appeal to the
German Government. The German Press was silent.
The cold attitude of the German Government on the
question of repatriation was not only apparent to us
prisoners of war, as the English Camp Commandant,